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Using DPC data from QIP ( the Quality Indicator/Improvement Project) participating
hospitals, we examined the impact of the COVID-19 epidemic on hospital admissions for
stroke (ischemic stroke, transient ischemic attack, hemorrhagic stroke and subarachnoid
hemorrhage) in Japan. The number of cases for all types of stroke decreased (ischemic stroke:
-13.9%; TIA: -21.4%; hemorrhagic stroke: -9.9%; SAH: -15.2%) in April and May 2020,
compared to the number of cases in 2019. The number of hospitalizations for [schemic stroke
and TIA, especially mild cases (modified Rankin Scale = 0), decreased, with a statistically

significant change in trend between the before- and after-epidemic periods.
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