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Economic impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on participating hospitals in QIP

Jung-ho Shin
Department of Healthcare Economics and Quality Management, Kyoto University

We analyzed DPC data between July 2018 and June 2020. In percentage terms, claimed hospital charges,
which included both inpatients and outpatients, for April, May, and June 2020 decreased by 7%, 14%, and
5%, respectively, compared to the same months in 2019. We conducted a regression analysis including the
mean monthly hospital charges of the 21-month period before the pandemic, the cumulative LOS of
confirmed and suspected COVID-19 patients as predictors, and the mean monthly hospital charges of the 2-
month period after the pandemic (April and May 2020) as a dependent variable. The result of the regression
analysis showed that the claimed charges for hospitals with COVID-19 patients decreased by an additional
327,000 JPY per day of stay for confirmed COVID-19 patients compared to hospitals without COVID-19

patients. It is suggested that hospitals caring for COVID-19 patients were negatively incentivized.
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